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BEFORE THE ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL. 
EXAMINING BOARD 
IN THE MATTER OF: CASE No.: 21-108 


DUSTI PRENTICE, DVM 
HOLDER OF LICENSE NO. 4432 


FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
AND ORDER 

FOR THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY 
MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA, 


RESPONDENT. 
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On October 20, 2021, the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining 
Board conducted an Informal Interview regarding Dusti Prentice, DVM 
(“Respondent”). The proceedings in this matter are governed by A.R.S. § 32- 
2234 (A). The proceedings in this matter are governed by A.R.S. § 32-2234 (A). 
Respondent was advised of her right to legal counsel by letter, appeared and 
participated in the Informal Interview with counsel, David Stoll. The Board 
reviewed all documents submitted regarding this matter, took testimony from 
Respondent and Ms. Debbie Brewer and proceeded as is permitted by A.R.S. § 
32-2234 (A). 

Following the Informal Interview and the Board’s discussion of the 
information and documents submitted, the Board determined that 
Respondent’s conduct constituted unprofessional conduct pursuant ARS § 32- 
2233 (B) an administrative violation; minor records violations that are routine 
entries into a medical record that do not affect the diagnosis or care of the 
animal. After considering all of the information and testimony, the Board issues 


the following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order, (“Order”). 
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FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Respondent is the holder of License No. 4432 issued on July 3, 2006, and is 
therefore authorized to practice the profession of veterinary medicine in the 
State of Arizona. 

2. On December 29, 2020, “Goliath,” a 13-year-old Draft Cross gelding was 
visited by Respondent due to Complainant’s concern of a foul smell coming 
from the horse's mouth for a few weeks (appointment was made on November 
24, 2020). Respondent examined the horse; the horse was sedated with 
xylazine, dorm, and torb IV over two injections. Respondent determined the 
horse needed maintenance dental work and a sagittal fracture of tooth 108 
was found. A dental equilibration was performed and tooth 108 was extracted 
with minimal invasive technique after placing a right maxillary nerve block. The 
tooth root was intact. 

3. Respondent stated that post-extraction, she flushed the pocket with 
diluted betadine solution and two moistened 500mg Flagyl were placed 
proximal to the impression material in the socket, per her typical protocol, to 
prevent infection and food packing. Complainant was advised that the plug 
would be removed in one month at the recheck. If the plug falls out, the socket 
would heal normally without the plug. The horse was administered Bute IV and 
Equinoxx was dispensed. The betadine flush and Flagyl placement was not 
documented in the medical record. 

4, Over the next several days, Complainant noted the horse was not eating 
well and was reluctant to lower his head. She hung the hay bag for easier 


ACCESS. 
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5. On January 5, 2021, Respondent visited the horse due to Complainant's 
reports of the horse not eating and unsteady gait. Complainant had 
administered the horse Bute and before Respondent arrived, the horse began 
to walk normally. Upon exam, Respondent noted the horse was mildly febrile, 
dull and eating half ration. She sedated the horse with xylazine and toro IV — 
removed the plug from the tooth socket and did not observe, or smell, signs of 
an infection; the extraction site looked normal. 

6. Respondent flushed the socket with dilute betadine solution; removed two 
bone chip fragments and flushed with an additional gallon of water. She 
administered the horse penicillin 35mLs IM (concentration unknown) and 
gentocin 3g IV. Respondent dispensed Uniprim and recommended continuing 
the Equinoxx as needed. 

7. The following day, Complainant reported that the horse’s condition had 
not changed much. He was moving better but his full appetite had not yet 
returned. Respondent recommended continuing to give him the medications — 
Complainant was having difficulty getting the horse to take the medication 
therefore carrot juice was recommended. 

8. On January 7, 2021, Respondent visited the horse. Complainant reported 
that the horse had fallen the previous day but was able to get Up with some 
effort. On this day, the horse lay down and was unable to get up due to flaccid 
paralysis of his postural muscles. Respondent explained to Complainant that this 
could be due to toxic or infectious causes with the most likely being botulism. 
Based on the grave prognosis, Complainant elected to humanely euthanize 


the horse. 
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9. After the horse was euthanized, Respondent had conversations with 
Complainant speculating the cause of the horse's demise. A necropsy was not 
performed but Respondent believed the horse succumbed to clostridia 
botulism or similar infection affecting the nervous system but was unable to 


confirm. Other potential infections were also discussed. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

10. The Findings of Fact constitute administrative violation of A.R.S. § 32-2233 
(B)(3) An administrative violation: Minor records violations that are routine 
entries into a medical record that do not affect the diagnosis or care of the 
animal: these included not documenting in the medical record — the betadine 
flush, the nerve block, the flagyl placement, and penicillin concentration. 

ORDER 

1. Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, it is 
ORDERED that Respondent, License No. 4432, pay a civil penalty of one 
hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) in the form of a cashier's check, certified 
check, or money order made payable to the Arizona Veterinary Medical 
Examining Board. The civil penalty is to be paid within 30 days of the effective 
date of the Board Order. 

2. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws/rules governing 
the practice of veterinary medicine in this state. 

3. Resoondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Order. 

4. This Order is conclusive evidence of the matters described and may be 
considered by the Board in determining an appropriate sanction in the event a 


subsequent violation occurs. In the event Respondent violates any term of this 
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Order, the Board may, after opportunity for Informal Interview or Formal 
Hearing, take any other appropriate disciplinary action authorized by law, 


including suspension or revocation of Respondent's license. 


REHEARING/APPEAL RIGHTS 


Respondent has the right to petition for a rehearing or review of this Order. 
Pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234 (H) and § 41-1092.09 the petition must be filed with 
the Board within thirty-five (35) days from the date of mailing if fhe Order was 
served via certified mail. Pursuant to A.A.C. R3-11-904 (C}, the petition must set 
forth legally sufficient reasons for granting the rehearing or review. The filing of 
a petition for rehearing or review is required to preserve any rights of appeal to 
the Superior Court that the party may wish to pursue. 

This Order shall be effective and in force upon the expiration of the above 
time period for filing a motion for rehearing or review with the Board. However, 
the timely filing of a motion for rehearing or review shall stay the enforcement 
of the Board's Order, unless, pursuant to A.A.C. R3-11-904 (F), the Board has 
expressly found good cause to believe that this Order shall be effectively 


immediately upon the issuance and has so stated in this Order. 


b 
Dated this e day of Vnremhe 2021. 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
Jim Loughead 
Chairman 


Victoria Whitmore, Executive Director 
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AA 
Original of the foregoing filed this _& day of J rerban 202] 
with the: 


Arizona State Veterinary 
Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St., Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing sent by certified, return receipt mail 


this _¥*_ day of “ntrbr _, 2021 to: 


Dusti Prentice, DVM 
Adcaress on file 
Respondent 


Copy of the foregoing sent by regular mail 
this ¥ day of ‘7/rn4—_, 2021 to: 


David Stoll, Esq. 

Beaugureau, Hancock, Stoll and Schwariz, PC 
302 E. Coronado Rd 

Phoenix, Arizona 85004 


By: ae Wades 


Board Staff 
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